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Question: 

What is the Islamic ruling for Oxford-
AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine and is it 

Halāl? 

Abstract: 

 هو الموفق

 حامدا ومصليا ومسلما

 الجواب ومنه الصواب

The query was deliberated amongst the 

Scholars at Department of Dārul-Iftaa (Wifaqul 
Ulama).  

It must be emphasised that the decision to 
inoculate against COVID-19 (or vaccinate 
in general) is personal and should be taken 
after considering the best possible 
professional medical advice weighed 
against personal health, medical history and 
relevant risk factors. The scope of this 

Fatwā   is limited to discussion regarding the 
ingredients of  AstraZeneca COVID-19 
Vaccine (exclusively) and should not be 
misconstrued to support vaccination in 
general or specifically for COVID-19.  

ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 Vaccine 

This vaccine is referred to in the scientific 
journals as “ChAdOx1 nCoV-19”1. It was 
originally developed by the University of 
Oxford and eventually manufactured by 
AstraZeneca and may be referred in the Media 
as “Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 
Vaccine”.  

                                                           
1 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(20)32661-1/fulltext  
2 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads
/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948334/Information_

We refer to as COVID-19 Vaccine 
AstraZeneca in this publication.  

Vaccine Ingredients & Excipients: 
 

COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca is a 

monovalent vaccine composed of a single 

recombinant, replication-deficient chimpanzee 

adenovirus (ChAdOx1) vector encoding the S 

glycoprotein of SARS-CoV-22. Following 

administration, the S glycoprotein of SARS-

CoV-2 is expressed locally stimulating 

neutralising antibody and cellular immune 

responses. However, the active ingredients are 

almost never administered alone in a vaccine. 

Excipients play a central role in the drug 

development process, in the formulation of 

stable dosage forms and in their 

administration3. The list of excipients for the 

aforementioned vaccine is as follows: 

1. L-Histidine  
2. 9L-Histidine hydrochloride 

monohydrate  
3. Magnesium chloride hexahydrate  
4. Polysorbate 80  
5. Ethanol  
6. Sucrose  
7. Sodium chloride  
8. Disodium edetate  
9. dihydrate Water for injections 

The following statement with regards to the 
presence of ingredients sourced from animals 
has been officially released: 

The Medicines and Healthcare products 
Agency4 can confirm that the COVID-

for_UK_healthcare_professionals_on_COVID-
19_Vaccine_AstraZeneca.pdf  
3 
https://www.europeanpharmaceuticalreview.com/article/18
434/the-central-role-of-excipients-in-drug-formulation-2/  
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-
approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca  
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32661-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32661-1/fulltext
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948334/Information_for_UK_healthcare_professionals_on_COVID-19_Vaccine_AstraZeneca.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948334/Information_for_UK_healthcare_professionals_on_COVID-19_Vaccine_AstraZeneca.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948334/Information_for_UK_healthcare_professionals_on_COVID-19_Vaccine_AstraZeneca.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948334/Information_for_UK_healthcare_professionals_on_COVID-19_Vaccine_AstraZeneca.pdf
https://www.europeanpharmaceuticalreview.com/article/18434/the-central-role-of-excipients-in-drug-formulation-2/
https://www.europeanpharmaceuticalreview.com/article/18434/the-central-role-of-excipients-in-drug-formulation-2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca
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19 Vaccine AstraZeneca does not 
contain any components of animal 
origin. 

The following statement with regards to the 
presence of ethanol has been officially 
released5: 

This medicine contains a very small 
amount of alcohol (0.002 g of alcohol 
(ethanol) per dose of 0.5 ml). This is not 
enough to cause any noticeable effects. 

In our opinion, this original amount (i.e. 0.002 
grams) of ethanol is miniscule to cause any 
intoxicative effects.  

Aborted Foetal Cells6? 

MRC-5 are a group of cells that can be grown 
in a lab, or outside of the tissue and originally 
taken from an aborted foetus in 1966. 
AstraZeneca disclosed to Full Fact that the 
available vaccine does not use MRC-5 cells.  

The vaccine however does use HEK 293 
TREX producer cell line which were originally 
derived from kidney cells from a female foetus 
aborted in the 1970s. None of the originally 
(foetus) derived cells are used in the vaccine 
and purification was performed by CsCl 
gradient ultracentrifugation7 to remove the cell 
culture material.  

For further reading on the topic, refer to “Use 

of Vaccines from Ḥarām Sources”8. 

Summarised Conclusion: 

Thus in the light of the available data, 
official statement and clarification, we have 
concluded the AstraZeneca COVID-19 

                                                           
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-
approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca/information-for-
uk-recipients-on-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca  
6 https://fullfact.org/online/foetal-cells-covid-vaccine/  

vaccine to be permissible for British 
Muslims. 

1. Mufti Amjad Mohammed  

2. Qāri Muhammad Shoyaib Nurgat 

3. Mufti Zakāria Akudi 

May Āllāh preserve them all.  

 وهللا أعلم وعلمه ٔاتم

7 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7241103/  
8 https://www.irtis.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/vaccines.pdf  
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